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C D P H E / A T S D R / E P A hea l th care p r o v i d e r l e t t e r 2006972
A p r i l 15,2000
Dear Dr._________:
The Uni t ed S t a t e s Environmental P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y (EPA) i s currently eva lua t ing
re s ident ia l p r o p e r t i e s in several North ea s t Denver ne ighborhoods for arsenic and lead
contamination in soil . N e i g h b o r h o o d s i n c l u d e parts o f Elyria , C o l e , Clay ton , Southwe s t
G l o b e v i l l e , and Swansea. The area, d e l i n e a t e d by the Burlington N o r t h e r rail tracks to
the west, C o l o r a d o Blvd on the east, 52 n d Avenue to the north and Martin Luther K i n g
Boulevard to the south, is referred to as the Vasquez B o u l e v a r d / I n t e r s t a t e 70 ( V B / I - 7 0 )
S u p e r f u n d site.
H e a l t h agencies, i n c l u d i n g the A g e n c y for T o x i c Subs tance s and Disease Regis try
(ATSDR) and the C o l o r a d o Department of P u b l i c H e a l t h and Environment (CDPHE) are
i n v e s t i g a t i n g these ne ighborhoods to determine if the e l evated l e v e l s of arsenic and lead
found at some residential p r o p e r t i e s could cause health prob l ems in the community.
As part of the S u p e r f u n d proces s , the EPA is c onduc t ing a risk assessment and ATSDR is
conduc t ing a p u b l i c h ea l th assessment for this s i t e , which wi l l summarize soil
contamination that has been de t e c t ed in the area, and characterize heal th risks for area
residents. As more in f ormat i on becomes a v a i l a b l e E P A , ATSDR, and C D P H E will keep
you informed of any s i g n i f i c a n t f i n d i n g s .
In June 2000, ATSDR will be c onduc t ing an exposure inve s t iga t i on at prop er t i e s with the
highest l e v e l s of soil contamination. Resident s at these proper t i e s can be vo luntar i ly
tested for arsenic in urine and hair. In a d d i t i o n , the EPA has also o f f e r e d b lood lead and
urine and hair arsenic t e s t i n g to i n d i v i d u a l s r e s i d i n g at p r o p e r t i e s that have required soil
removal due to high soil contamination l eve l s .
If you or any of your p a t i e n t s would l i k e more i n f o r m a t i o n about soil s a m p l i n g or hea l th
invest igations in these neighborhoods , any of the f o l l o w i n g p e o p l e may be contacted:
Bonnie L a v e l l e , EPA S u p e r f u n d p r o j e c t manager
Barbara O ' G r a d y , C D P H E S u p e r f u n d p r o j e c t manager
Jane M i t c h e l l , C D P H E Environmental H e a l t h S c i e n t i s t
Dr. David M e l l a r d , ASTDR
C e l i a VanDerLoop, Denver Dept. o f Environmental H e a l t h
Gene Hook, Denver Dept . o f Environmental H e a l t h
Terry T a y l o r , C D P H E Lead Poi s on ing Prevention Program Coordinator
(maybe keep to one contact per agency?)
Thank you for your time and at t ent ion to this matter.
Who should sign this l e t t er?


